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 May 20th, 2020 

 

Dear PEINU Member, 

 

It is hard to believe that National Nursing Week is now behind us for another year. On behalf of the 
PEINU board of directors, we would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your dedication and 
caring in all that you do, particularly the comfort and compassion you provide every day to your 
patients, clients, and residents. 

Nursing Week is a time to recognize the dedication and achievement of nurses – registered nurses 
and nurse practitioners – and your contribution to the health and wellbeing of Islanders. This year the 
World Health Organization has announced “2020 The Year of the Nurse and Midwife” so we 
encourage you to continue to take this time to acknowledge, honour and value your hard work.  

Since the beginning of COVID-19, PEINU has been working hard to keep you safe. This includes 
ensuring you have access to the appropriate personal protective equipment. 

We are pleased to report that a joint statement on PPE has been signed by PEINU, CUPE, IOUE, 
UPSE, Health PEI and the government of Prince Edward Island Department of Health and Wellness. 
It identifies PPE standards for health care workers. PEINU took the lead in developing the joint 
statement. It provides clarity on PPE and recognizes the clinical and professional judgment of health 
care workers. We will be posting the document on our website very soon. 

We know nurses put themselves at risk every day, even when there is no infectious disease outbreak, 
or COVID-19 on PEI. Canadian nurses face violence in the workplace on a daily basis. Nurses also 
suffer from workplace injury or disease as well as struggle with work life balance given the current 
shortages. Nurses go to work early, stay late and often are called back to work overtime. For these 
reasons, PEINU continues to work on your behalf advocating for your safety and improved work life 
balance. 

 

As you are aware, PEI has no active cases of COVID-19 at this time; our government has launched 
“RENEW PEI, Together”, a phased in approach to reopening our island. Health PEI has moved to 
Level 2 Enhanced Monitoring and Planning for an Emergency Response to the COVID-19 
Pandemic. What this means is that Health PEI is carefully monitoring capacity to respond to COVID-
19 in the future, while planning ways to limit the impact of the virus in PEI. As part of this plan, Chief 



Public Health Officer, Dr. Heather Morrison has issued a directive restricting staff to working at only 
one long term care home. The employer has informed PEINU that as a result of the “single site” 
directive, nursing vacancies have been identified. Article 16 of the collective agreement discusses 
reassignment on a temporary basis and the employer is looking for volunteers to be reassigned in 
accordance with Article 16.1 (h). 

 

On May 7, 2020, the Hon Darlene Compton, Minister of Finance, announced the “Support for 
Essential Workers” incentive. Click here for more information.  

PEINU has advised government that, on principle, we find this incentive to be disrespectful to frontline 
health care workers who will not qualify on the basis of income. PEINU has voiced our opinion that 
this incentive should be accessible to all essential workers who are providing service during this 
pandemic, regardless of income. A letter was sent to the Hon Minister of Finance as well as the Hon 
Minister of Health and Wellness with a copy to Premier King. We are awaiting a response.  
The PEI Federation of Labour has requested a meeting with Premier King to discuss this incentive for 
“certain essential workers”. 

 

As always, it is my pleasure to represent all 1250 PEINU registered nurses and nurse practitioners. It 
is a privilege and an honour to stand among such an amazing group of professionals. 

 

Be safe, Be well, Be kind! 

 

Sincerely, 

Mona O’Shea  
President PEINU. 

 

 


